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irahut's! or Mithila’s love for scholarship has been well. 
known since the days of Janaka. It was in the court of Janaka 
that the Jearned philosophical discussions took place and 
ntellectual giants of the age were Uddalaka Aruni, 
Maitreyi etc.” The tradition of scholarship seems 
till we come to our period. The continued 
f the Karnatas (1097 - 1325 A.D.) and the 


1527 A.D.) has left an indelible mark on 


some important i 
Gargi Vacaknavi, 
to continue unabated 
and uninterrupted rule o 
Oinavaras (1325 A.D. - 


the educational life of 
A.D.) were the days of glory of the scholarly tradition in Mithila. 


The rulers of the Khandavata dynasty(1556 A.D. onwards) also 
continued the so-called golden age of learning in this line and gen- 
erously patronized learning and art in their star-studded courts. 
According to Abul Fazl, Tirahut (Mithila) has been from the time 
immemorial a centre of Hindu learning.^ D.C. Sen says that the 
light of learning came to Bengal from Mithila and O'Malley is 
perfectly right when he says, "The history of Mithilà centres round 
the court engrossed in luxurious enjoyment of literature and learn- 


ing" Thus Mithila made remarkable contribution in the field of 


«m. 


scholarship in medieval period. 

The education of women is not a new thing in Mithila; we 
have a brilliant tradition of educated women. Gargi, Maitreyi, 
Sulabha, Vedavati, Bjhalya, Mallinatha, Ambapili, Jayanti, Bharti 
etc. are some of the most illustrious names in this repect. Educa- 
tion of women on a mass scale in Mithila was practically un- 
known. It was generally confined to the women of the royal and 
aristocratic families, and to some extent to the middle class of the 
society. But the education of women belonging to the poor and the 
lower classes was ignored, as the latter were pre-occupied with 
earning their living. Hence, they got little opportunity for receiv- 
ing intellectual training. We do not come across any female school 
in the medieval period of Mithila. A learned father might have 
giveninstruction to his daughter. But since girls were married at à 
very yound age it was not possible for their fathers to give them 
sufficient education. Naturally this task must have fallen on their 
educated husbands. There are instances in which learned Panditas 
aa equally learned wives. The aim of education was the acquisi- 

on of knowledge and formation of character. The medium © 


Mithila. The days of Vidyapati (1340-1448 ' 
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education was Sanskrit and after primary initiation the students 
were taught Amarakosa. l 


The curriculam was purely traditional and after the comple- 
tion of general education, students took to specialised study. Writ- 
_ ing of books was an important profession. Tantra philosophy was 
widely practised by women in Mithila under the Karnata dynasty. 
Narasimha Thakura has enumerated various types of women in 

his Tantric work entitled Tarabhaktisu-dharnarva, required for the 

purpose, viz., Natis (actress), Kapalikas (nuns wearing necklace 

of skulls), Vesya (Prostitutes), Dhobinas (washer women), Napita 

(barber), Brahmani, Sudra, Govara, Malini (gardener) etc. The 

education of 64 Kalas and paintings were necessary for the women.’ 

Literature, Poetics, Science, Logic Mimamsa, Erotics, Folk-arts, 

Fine-arts, Embroidery, History, Grammar Chhanda (rhetoric), 

Nyaya, Ayurveda and Astronomy were studied along with a spe- 

cialised study of the Smriti and Dharmasastra. In those days there 

was practically no system of regular examination like today. The 

teacher was the real judge of pupils in the different spheres of his 

life. Debates and discussions in the society of the learned persons 
‘were common in those days. Such discussions have an old tradi- 

tion in Mithila. Gargi,Maitreyi and Sulabha participated in such 
learned discussions in the court of Janaka and the discussion held 
between Sarikara and Bharati has became a legend in Mithila. 

Mithila instituted a peculiar examination for graduation and com- 
pletion in studies. It was known as Salaka-Pariksa. At such an 
examination a candidate was required to examine a manuscript 
very minutely and then a needle was passed through the whole 
book.* Then the candidate has to explain that page of a manuscript 
Which was pierced last by the needle run through in. The experts 
took his viva-voce. The teacher-pupil relation was very cordial. 
Students were very particular about keeping their teachers satis- 
fied both by their conduct and personal services. The position of 
teacher was respectable in the society. The rich women patron- 
ized their teachers and the teachers praised the patrons in their 
immortal works. 


Lakhima 


However, we notice some of the women scholars of medi- 


Scanned by CamScanner 


102 NARI : FACETS OF INDIAN WOMANHOOD 
eval Mithilà who played important part in raising the Status 
Mithila in the realm of education and learning. The most im of 
EM a por- 
tant among them seems Lakhima, the chief queen of Shiva Sinha, 
She,was a daughter of Jivadhara.’ She ascended the throne after 
the tragic end of her husband. Local traditions assert that Lakhima 
ruled for a period of 12 years (1416-1428 A.D.). She was a cel. 
ebrated scholar of the period. Her verses in Sanskrit, of which 
stray pieces are still extant, are greatly honoured by the scholars 
of Mithila. She was a proficient Vidusi in the poetic literature,!o 
Numerous legends speaking eloquently of her poetic talent and 
unsurpassing wit and humour are yet a matter of keen interest in 
Maithila families. Along with her husband she was a patron of 
Vidyapati. The various poems of Vidyapati are attributed to 
Lakhima. 
Visvasadevi 
Visvasadevi, the most beloved queen of Padma Simha, was 
yet another celebrated women scholar of Medieval Mithila. She 
ascended the throne after the death of her husband" (1430 A.D.). 
Visvasadevi reigned for twelve years./* She was a well-known 
scholar of law.!? Vidyapati wrote his Sai vasarvasvasara under the 
orders of Visvasadevi.!5 The text is attributed to her. She contrib- 
uted in raising the status of the philosophical standard of Mithila." 
Though it seems that like Lakhima she was not a great poet or 
scholar but she was undoubtedly a great patron of Sanskrit learn- 
ing. If traditionis to be relied upon during the reign of Visvasadeva, 
there was a gathering of about fourteen hundred Mimamsakaras in 
Mithila . Under her kind patronage Vidyapati wrote also the 
Ganga-Vakyavali and Pramanabhüta-Puránasangraha. These texts 
are replete with the praise of the queen. 
Dhiramati 
Dhiramati, the queen of Narasimha of the Oinav 
was an another celebrated woman scholar of Mithila. | 
death of her husband (1460 A.D.) she ascended” the throne Q | 
Mithila.” She was a well-known lady scholar, and the patron of | 
| 


ara dynasty, 
After the 


many scholars. Vidyapati wrote his Danavakyavali under the e 
ders of Dhiramati.? A manuscript of this work dated 1539 Sam 


the year 1883- 


(1482 A.D.) is reported in Bhandarakr's report for l 
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4, p.352. Raghunandana in his Vivahatattva has extensively quoted 
from this work.?! e| 


Chandrakala 


Chandrakala, the daughter-in-law of Vidyapati, was also be- 
lieved to be an accomplished woman of Medieval Mithilà. She 
was well-versed in Sanskrit and Mathila poetics. Lochanakavi in 
his Ragataragini” quotes a poem by her. The poem has been cited 
as an illustration of Prikarir Ragini. Few lines are given below:- 


Va waf-d sd waa ría uui i 
SICH GAM Fak unes fui j 
R Uh Wu vau, snm uu mune fin 
"xmi Bae Aisa Ads ae uim 
WW WHEN HPO AJE fae] HAT XII104 
"mem à wu dcr ume snp 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


‘Chandrakala illustrates Prīkarirāginī in the extant poem. Bi- 
lingualism was a common feature in literary compositions in me- 
dieval Mithila. The identification of Chandrakala has been ques- 
tioned by K. N. Jha ‘Kirana’ who has discovered a number of un- 
` known poems of Vidyapati and his contemporaries. According to 
him she was the wife of Chandrakavi Jayadeva and not the daugh- 
ter-in-law of Vidyapati.' 

Jaya 

Jaya or Jayatma was a queen of Bhairava Sinha, king of 
Mithila. She was also a celebrated lady scholar. The Sanskrit 
learning was patronized by her. She was mother of Rajadhiraja 
Purusottamadeva, and at her instance, Vachaspati wrote the Dvaita- 
nirnaya, on the doubtful points of Smriti.” 

Lakhimadevi or Lachmia Mahadevi 

Lakhimadevi or Lachima Mahadevi was the wife of Chandra 
Simha. Bhairava Simha or Bhairavendra, king of Mithila, had a 
younger brother by name Chandra Simha, who is named in 
Vidyapati's Durgabhakti-tarangini and Misru Misras Vivada-- 
Chandra. Misarü Misra wrote his Vivada-Chandra™ and Padartha- 
Chandra under the orders of Lakhimadevi. He dedicated his works 
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to her. According to S.N.Singh, he can be safely placed about the 
middle of the 15th Century A.D.?5 While Jolly says, the Period of 
Lachimadevi was 14th century.” But according to Upendra È 
Bhairava Simha ruled for about 35 years and he may be placed 
about the last half of 15th century and the first quarter of the 16th 
century. Lakhimādevi was a great woman scholar of Mithila. 
According to Jolly, queen Lachimadevi of Mithila composed the 
Vivada-Chandra, the quotations of which from the named later 
authorities are as follows:2%- 


Parijata(1) Ratn-akara-krta(1) 
Balarupa(1) Vyavahàra-tilaka(1) 
Bhavadeva(2) (Smrti-Maharnava) Prakasa(1) 
Ratnakara (10) Smriti-sara(7) 


But this logic is unbelievable. As above-mentioned, many 
scholars have accepted that the Guru of Lachimadevi, Misarti Misra, 
wrote the Vivada-Chandra and she patronized him. 

Lakhima Thakuraina 

One of the few learned women of India whose names has 
come down to us, was Lakhima Thakkuraina who lived inthe mid- 
dle of the 15th century A.D.” She was a well-known poetess of 
Mithilà. Numerous stories are told of her leaning and wisdom. 
Grierson has brought some poems of Lakhima Thakuraina to light. 
When her daughter was of age to be sent to her husband, she wrote 
the following letter to her son-in-law (jamata): 


‘Attacked with the severe onslaught of the God of Love is 
she. Distraught like a crab or a fish in a dry place is she. O thou 
bull-minded one, the damsel, round-formed as a water jar, with 
arched eyebrows, (the destimed wife) of thou who art like a lion 
amongst kings; and who is not (gross) like ( a shopkeeper’s wife 
who plies) the scales. She feels pain-like that of a scorpion bite. 
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Quickly let the result of married life relieve her’. Mr. Grierson 
suspects, the text is certainly corrupt.3! According to S.M. Natesa 
Shastri,” the same verse is repeated in South India also; 
though no one knows here that Lakhima Thakuraina is the 
author of it. The correct form of the verse, as current in South 
India, is - 

wt grefagdra mineras 

a Wt bf Varta aea afar 

Waa a qvi gat wai 

In accordance with Lakhima Thakuraina's letter the son-in- 
law came, and after the usual ceremonies went with his wife into 
the bridal room. As however, she was very young and tender he 


abstained from exercising his marital rights. The bride told her 
- mother, who remonstrated with her son-in-law as follows:- 


Tal Ten Seagal wea WERI 

AR WR ASS aA 

TART tele wen fué deta 

AT TERA At Tartar]: | 

"Be not afraid that the damsel is too slender. Has a flower- | 
stalk ever been seen to be broken by the weight of a bee? There- 


fore, in private must she be passionately given pangs. A piece of | 
Sugar-cane (when pressed) gives us gently much sweetness! 


The son-in-law followed her advice and next morning the | 


following conversation took place between the mother and the 
daughter:- 


Daughter - m; Beye «i uf wr (O Mother, I will not 
retire again to the bridal room) 


Lakhima Heresy mmi (Why not, my moon-faced one?) 
Daughter- sm qa fre fam gasim wei «ea 
Imai p A uve 

St fg dd ifr wréerferifemr! 


| 
| 
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‘Your son-in-law passionately gives me pangs, even y, 


| bound in my arms, he burns me as it were with live coals and ini 


$ torn to pieces with his nails and teeth, of what love demon am] 
sport, and why does he play with me like a tiger’? In the tas bs 
sets of verses Mandakrantan and Sardulavikridita are puns on he 
names of the meters.’ e 


Her other verses are- 
SNAG Wrist 
TNS ferris. afa: 
aha ufa a ret sata 
Ft ST: qa AI: Vale fau 
‘If a lady, whose face resembles the moon, whose loins re- 
semble the lion's and whose slow gait is illustrated by that of a 
kingly elephant, if such a lady lives in one's heart why should a 
man perform prayers and penances, and why the still more painfal 
task of rigid contemplations?55 
The following lines of Lakhima are well-known in Mithilà, 
and depicts the pangs of parting. Mr. Grierson says, the meter is 
not very correct:- 
ux areata ep fud 
"fH af aay fe a wu 
sia: Oa A aaa 
Yara use 
If thou must go, my Lord, say not, " I go". The falling of a 
thunderbolt on one causeth not the pang; it is the knowledge that it 
is falling which is unbearable: 
_ The verses on the pangs of separation are as mentioned be- 
low:- 


Te aay a pend feet famem fein 
anny: frafa a wae faery: Wa Wer: 

Br TA wermaferge Wael sea ey pez 
wiesen efaa veri Aad arate: 


- 
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‘He breaks the crisp lotus tendrils to eat them but does not 
do so, for he mistakes them for the rays of the moon; though athirst 
he does not drink the drops of water in the lotus leaves for he 
thinks them stars; in the shade of the lotus-flowers dark with the 
swarms of bees he sees night when there is no night; always dread- 
ing separation from his beloved, the Chakravaka imagines even 

-the day to be night"? 


Once a Oandita came to try Lakhima Thakuraina's learning. 
She heard this and disguising herself as a water-girl, went to meet 
him. The Pandita addressed her as follows:- 


fa wr fe wrafu wi afefteda 

hup ume Ufo eia 

smi fe wea Wed wa mni cu 

We Ran wret wgnfi 

"Why are you gazing at me, pitcher on hips, with languid 
eyes? Gaze on some other man suited for you. I touch not a fair 
one whose hip is marked with the pitcher.’ 


To this piece of impertinence she replied:- 

Wed wale yeaa Ary 

We aca Raan 

«mise Y faufequi Gere: 

d a waste qafa Ñ fade: 

‘I faith, I tell thee, who art smitten by the arrow of love, that 
Iam not so minded towards thee. I could not find my slave. You 


are like him, and I was merely trying to find out if you were he or 
not?' 


~ Then the Pandita saw that she was Lakhima, and admitted 
himself conquered. 
Lakhima observes on Bikaua (the "vendors" who married 
Sometimes as many as forty to fifty wives):- 
“Wael qui ftonte: 
Nf raea: 


- 
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afe d emma wafenral | 
wf maana fara: | 
"You may make your spirited horses prance, and with then 
trample on the town-folk. But we all know that your Wealth is 


not got by your own exertions but by the sale of your sister's 
person.? 


Thus, the Oinavara dynasty no doubt produced celebrated | 
women scholars like Lakhima, Dhiramati, Visvasadevi, Lakhima 
Thakuraina, Chandrakala etc. but the following periods proved 
quite dismal. The condition of women in general became worse. 
Daughters could easily be sold away by their parents for a few 
coins. Education to them began to be regarded by the society as a 
thing of mock and contempt. The early marriage, the purdah sys- 
tem and the economic problems were important features which 
Obstructed the educational progress of women. 
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